Are we going to exclude almost 50,000 Guyanese 
in our development plans?

	· Disabled people are the world’s largest minority. According to the 2002 Census, the number of persons with disabilities (PWD) in Guyana is 48,419, about 6.4 percent of the total population (51.1% females, 48.8% males). 

· It can happen to any one of us: 41% of the disabilities were caused by an accident, 18% were acquired at birth, and 15% were caused by diseases.
· Disabled people are productive citizens, they only need to be given opportunities to participate. Only 22% of persons with disabilities (above 15 years old) are in the labor force, but 86% of PWDs in the labor force are employed.
· In 2003, Guyana’s Constitution was amended to declare discrimination against people with disabilities unconstitutional. However, Guyana was listed among the ‘least inclusive’ of 24 countries in the Americas to provide adequate protection and treatment to their disabled citizens.
· Contrary to popular notion, Disability is NOT JUST a health issue.



OTHER DISABILITY ISSUES AT A GLANCE*
Employment


Employment and financial security remains the most urgent issue for the majority of persons with disabilities. The lack of employment opportunities contributes to the poverty cycle which leaves persons with disabilities most vulnerable.
· Only 17% of respondents were employed.

· 40% of unemployed persons with disabilities have lost their job as a result of acquiring their disability.
· 9% of unemployed persons with disabilities are qualified, skilled and able to work – they only require the opportunity.
· 79% of families of PWDs have experienced financial difficulties. Caring for a PWD limits the main care givers’ level of engagement in employment, thus, reducing the overall family income.
· Leaders of disability organizations report that barriers to employment include: inaccessible workplaces, limited training and educational opportunities, high transportation costs, and cultural barriers. 
Inclusion and Participation

The opportunity for social and political participation by PWDs in Guyana is indirectly restricted through limited access to socio-economic and political opportunities (i.e. education, information, accessible infrastructure, employment, social support, legislative protection).

· 14% of PWDs are totally socially excluded, they are neither attendees nor invitees to social occasions and are rarely visited in their own home. 

· 44% have experienced negative attitudes and behaviors towards them as a result of their disability.

· 65% of persons with disabilities believe their disability limits their daily activity.

· Persons with certain types of disability are limited from being elected to Parliament under the Constitution (i.e. Articles 53, 55, and 159 section(3)).
Education and Access to Information and Communication Technology
Many children with disabilities are excluded by the inaccessibility of the school system's buildings, lack of a national policy to address special education needs, and limited capacity of teachers to deal with the different disabilities. 
· 15% of persons with disabilities have never attended school (42% for those under 16 years).
· Negative attitudes are reported to present challenges in PWDs’ participation in education (14% reported the attitudes of other pupils, and 12% the attitudes of staff).
· In the International Disability Rights Monitor Report, it was reported that access to information for persons who are blind or hearing impaired is not readily available in Guyana, and the cost of purchasing assistive devices overseas is prohibitively high. Thus, official and public information remains extremely difficult to access.
Transportation

Transportation is often identified as one of the major barriers for PWDs to access services and contribute to their development and to the society. 

· It ranked second among the most frequently cited difficulties in accessing education (23%). 

· Based on numerous consultations with PWDs, transportation remains one of the biggest challenges for their socio-economic and political participation.
	Sources: 

1. Population and Housing Census 2002

2. Raising the Profile of Disability in Guyana (2004) by Hannah Mitchell
3. VSO-Guyana Programme Area Plan on Disability (2005)
4. International Disability Rights Monitor Reports (2004): Regional Report of the Americas [http://www.ideanet.org/content.cfm?id=5F55]; and Country Report on Guyana: [http://www.ideanet.org/idrm_reports.cfm]
*The statistics in this section are from Raising Profile of Disability in Guyana, which was based on a research conducted with 1,500 persons with disability.
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